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Wings & Tails

In August of 1946 a dinner was held in Galt, ON, for 15 former No.6 SFTS personnel. Little did they
know that they were laying down a foundation for an annual reunion and eventual development of a
museum to honour those who attended No.6 RCAF Dunnville. The annual reunions that would be held
in Dunnville every September saw attendance peak at over 200 former personnel. Former “No.6er”,
Frank Scholfield stated, “It’s the camaraderie, the esprit de corps that keeps them coming back.” And
come back they did, from all over Canada, the United States and as far away as the U.K., Australia and
New Zealand. As time caught up with many of the former personnel and graduates, fewer and fewer
were able to make the pilgrimage back to Dunnville where it had all began. In the late ’90’s a group of
driven individuals had the idea of establishing a museum to preserve the stories, artifacts and personal
items of these truly legendary individuals. With countless hours of logistical work and physical labor,
No.6 RCAF Dunnville Museum was established. 2024 marks the 25th Anniversary of the museum and
members have planned a busy year of events. Our hope this year is to see many familiar faces and lots of
new ones as we continue to celebrate the accomplishments of the staff and graduates of No.6 SFTS.

Mark your calendars, April 13th at 10:00 AM is our In this issue:
Annual General Meeting. All members are encouraged
to attend and hear about last years accomplishments A Milestone Year
and this years goals/projects!
Holiday Festivities
Total Eclipse Event
Stage Productions
From The
Workshop

Lions in the Hanger

2024 Events




Questions or comments? Contact the newsletter at
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Total Solar Eclipse

On April 8, 2024, Southern Ontario will be
treated to a unique celestial event. On the
afternoon of the 8th, the moon will completely
cover the sun, known as complete
totality, causing a

period of ~ 4 4

minutes of \{/‘.'
darkness. Making g
this event even more special is the

fact that the grounds of No.6 RCAF Dunnville
Museum lay in the direct path of the eclipse!
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Members will be welcoming the Waterloo and
Hamilton branches of The Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada, to the museum grounds
that day. The clubs chose the museum to set up
their equipment to observe the eclipse because
of the wide open areas that we have to offer.
According to their website (https://
www.kw.rasc.ca/eclipse2024), this is the first
total eclipse visible in our area since 1925. The
next time this will occur will not be until the
year 2144! The branch members will have
multiple viewing platforms set up and look
forward to interacting with the public who
choose to attend.

Museum members are working with
Haldimand County to help promote the event
as well as with local organizations. The
Dunnville Fair Committee will be operating a
food booth during the event to help raise funds
for their upcoming season. The museum will
be open on the day of the eclipse. As always,
parking will be free and there will be a limited
amount of eclipse glasses available for safe
viewing of the event. Keep an eye on our
Facebook page (Wings & Tails) and our
website, www.rcafmuseum.org, for more
details.

From The Workshop

In January, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 142 Dunnville,
reached out to the museum with a special request. In the
1990’s, the Legion commissioned members of The South
Haldimand Sky Hawks to build a replica of Harvard 2766
to proudly display in Branch 142. Using a scale flying
model kit as a base and detailed photographs of the
original aircraft located outside of the Dunnville Library,
the members painstakingly spent 2 years building and
modifying a balsa wood based replica. With working
ailerons, landing/navigation lights and hatches, this
dynamic piece of art has hung proudly in the branch for
the last 30+ years. As time has elapsed, the years have
taken a toll on Harvard 2766 and she began to show
signs of wear and tear. Branch 142 contacted the museum
to ask if we would be able to use the members expertise,
to restore her to her former glory. Without hesitation,
members transported the replica to our workshop at the
museum where she is currently being doted on by our
members. Patience, precision and dedication will ensure
that before long, Harvard 2766 will once again be soaring
over the patrons at Branch
142 Dunnville.

Members of the South Haldimand
Sky Hawks present their original
work to No.6 Reunion Committee
Chairman Frank Scholfield

Museum Curator John
and members Richard
and Steve survey the
project

Of the hundreds of
tools in the shop, Steve
finds the perfect one to
clean the canopy
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To help staff the museum during open
hours. Please consider signing up to help
out




2024 Events!

Museum Seasop

Opens

May 18th
Tuesdays 10:00 - 1:00
Saturdays 12:00 - 5.09
Sundays 1:00 - 5:00
Holidays 1:00 - 5:00
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Elimination Draw & Dinner
August 17th
e | It could be your lucky night!
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